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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

“A LOUD SILENCE” TURNS UP THE VOLUME TO CELEBRATE 40 YEARS OF HIP HOP AS SERIOUS 

FUN 

Austin, Texas – November 3, 2013 - A LOUD SILENCE, an event celebrating 40 Years of Hip Hop culture, 

gives a unique and innovative spin on an old idea, and comes to Austin’s Historic Victory Grill on Friday, 

November 8th from 7pm to 9pm. It is 40 Years, 40 Songs, & 40 Questions. 

The old idea of bringing people together to talk about issues we care about gets a breath of fresh air 

when you add music, music, and more music.  

First, there is LIVE music… an Austin specialty.  

Dr. Raphael Travis, Founder of FlowStory, PLLC, one of the event sponsors, says the event has 

“An incredible lineup of artists that are the best of the best, guaranteed to keep you on your 

feet.” He continues that, “they will make you want to move your feet… to the beat and into 

action. The goal is “serious fun!” SaulPaul, Ray C, Mindz of a Different Kind, Gods Def Poet, 3rd 

and DJ Bling are all scheduled to perform. 

Next, there is HIP HOP music… Beats, Hooks & Lyrics. Hip Hop culture was “born” in New York in 

1973 according to some. Others say Hip Hop started one year later, with pioneers the United 

Zulu Nation beginning in 1973. Regardless of its actual birthdate, its roots are deep and wide 

extending back through many musical and cultural elements.  

Event sponsors call A LOUD SILENCE a celebration of approximately 40 YEARS THAT HAVE SEEN 

HIP HOP GROW from an innovation in dance, written expression, and musicality, to now being 

an international phenomenon that generates billions of dollars across the globe.  

And then there is YOUR music… You and your music. Dr. Travis, says that “Research is clear, 

that across all types of music, and Hip Hop in particular, are messages that people use as 

inspiration to get better in some way… to feel better, to bounce back from challenges, and to 

be better as a person.”  

He goes on to say, “Music can also bring attention to issues that are too often silenced… so that 

we can make conditions better.” The online juggernaut known as #HipHopEd has co-signed this 

event and in many ways inspired this event by curating 40 OF THE MOST EDUCATIONAL SONGS 

IN HIP HOP HISTORY, a feature part of this event. 

-more- 

https://www.facebook.com/VictoryGrill
http://flowstory.org/
http://www.pbs.org/black-culture/explore/hip-hop/40th-anniversary/#.UnW7bRCwW84
http://www.zulunation.com/#schedule
http://www.zulunation.com/#schedule
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2007/04/hip-hop-planet/mcbride-text
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hNd59wvzJ1Q
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The A LOUD SILENCE event, and organizers have already begun planning a second, builds on 

these musical energies with 40 QUESTIONS THAT THESE SONGS REMIND US ARE STILL 

LARGELY UNANSWERED in our society. Tweet about and follow the event at #HipHop404040 

This FREE EVENT is spearheaded by a powerful collaboration between FlowStory, PLLC, the 

Front Porch, Capitol View Arts, and the Austin Healthy Adolescent Program. The event will have 

resources to keep the audience reflecting, connecting, and acting to make a positive difference 

in their communities. 1104 East 11th Street, Austin, TX. 

Company information: 

FlowStory (FlowStory, PLLC) and BETTER ATX (BETTER ATX, LLC). FlowStory helps youth serving 
professionals to help youth and young adults reach their potential. The goal is to support young 
people’s natural instincts to better their lives… to feel better, do better, be better, & have a 
better sense of belonging while making the communities they value better. This strategic 
support of betterment while using the unique power and meaning of music is “The Better 
Principle®” in action. More information can be found at: www.flowstory.org 

Contact: 

Dr. Raphael Travis Jr., LCSW 

raphael@flowstory.org 

FlowStory/BETTER ATX 

4301 W. William Cannon Dr.  

Suite B 150 #139 

Austin, TX 78749 

Phone: 925-BETTER 7 (925-238-8377) 
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